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BRIEF COMMUNICATION

SEASONAL VARIATION IN SALINITY IN THE WATERVALLEY WETLANDS
IN THE SOUTH EAST OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA
The Watervalley Wetlands in the south east ol South
Australia are a group of shallow scasoual, ephemeral and

rehabilitated between 1984 und 1995 (g, 1) They com-
permanent lakes and swamps which have been restored or

prise a scries of 15 wedand complexes totatling some
12.000 ha and are munaged primarily lor the conservation
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Fig. 1 The Watervalley Wetlunds. Note: Sites mentioned in the text are nnderlined. Wetlands are not drawn to seale.
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Fig. 2. Seasona! Nuetuations of salinity and the concurrent Water Level Index in six of the Warervalley Wetlands, W = win-
ter: S = summer. Note dilferent scales {or salinity of Cortina Fakes and Mandina Lakes. Except for winter 1996, no read-

ing indicates that the sampling site was dry.
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diversity of habitar and the virded  saliniy ol the
Watervailley Wetlands, wluch currermly ranges lrom Tresh
thp tip) o permanenily saline (Minnlina Lokas) provides
such diversity. Saline lakes are generally more productise
i Treshwater sysiems” but o long-1ermi increase in solini
ty 1n vither the [reshwater setlands o the saline ones will
inevitably lead (o w state ol constant hypersalinity and this
intworn will lead o e exclusion of some species of Witer-
birds and plants which corrently inhubit the wethunds*".
Long-teran nonitming ol 1he conseguences ol the addition
ol more saline water 1o e wetlands is essential and this
puper provides baseline informanon for future studies,
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